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Suspending publishing for awhile; chilling of 
freedom of speech and the press. 
By Katherine Watt 
 
Posted at bailiwicknews.substack.com on July 21, 
2020. 
 
 I have a lot of things I’d like to write about, from 
local to global issues. My views on many things run 
counter to the prevailing currents, and might be a 
useful countercurrent to add to the public discourse. 
 But the level of public intimidation and 
punishment for the exercise of free speech and a free 
press has gotten so high these days, that I’m too 
scared to publish. 
 It’s mostly imposed through social media mobs 
pressuring institutional employers in media and academia to fire people who don’t toe the political lines, and render 
them permanently unemployable in their fields. For more analysis, check out Matt Taibbi and Glenn Greenwald’s 
recent commentary. 
 Since I don’t earn a living from writing, it’s not so much a fear that I’d lose my livelihood and any chance of ever 
being hired by another news organization, although that’s happening to many journalists these days, and the media 
job market is a wasteland of emptying and abandoned newsrooms. 
 It’s more a fear that my husband would lose his job - which supports our whole family - because of something I 
wrote. As happened, for example, to professional soccer player Aleksandar Katai, who was fired “after his wife posted 
‘racist and violent’ commentary about protesters on social media.” 
 Maybe some of the crazy will pass in a few months. Maybe not. 
 Also, independent reporting and critical analysis feel completely ineffectual against the powerful wealth-holders 
whose decisions shape most of the contours of most of our lives, usually without our knowledge, input or consent. 
Maybe I should have packed it in years ago. 
 If you’re a paying subscriber on a month-to-month plan, your payments will be suspended for the duration of the 
publishing hiatus. 
 If you’re a paying subscriber on an annual plan and would like a refund of all or a portion of your annual 
subscription payment, please contact me and I’ll send you a refund. 
 
Thoughts on Covid, lockdowns, etc.: An update email sent to my family today. Non-fiction. 
By Katherine Watt 
 
Posted at bailiwicknews.substack.com on September 17, 2020. Intensely angry reader response led to removal of the 
post and closure of the site. 
 
 Not much going on here.  
 Covid "cases" among Penn State students continue to rise rapidly, with almost no hospitalizations. 
 In response, State College Area School District shut down the K-12 schools to remote-only learning. 
 But Penn State's muckety-mucks are happy to continue in-person classes for the college students.  
 I find this divergence confusing, to say the least. 
 Along with the restart of Big-10 football effective Oct. 24, which will lead to tailgating on private property even 
if not at Beaver Stadium, and emerging reports from students on-campus and off-campus about how non-existent the 
case supervision, isolation and contact tracing of Covid-positive students has been by the University Health Services, 
 I'm increasingly convinced that Penn State's leaders believe, as I believe, that the worst of the "pandemic" is over; 
the patient pool is now younger people, who have mild or asyptomatic cases and recover quickly; and masking and 
social distancing are nothing more than Kabuki theater meant for psychological effects, not epidemiological effects. 
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 I wish, however, they would say as much, and let us all get back to real normal and taking precautions as much 
as we feel the need to, at the individual and household level. 
 I've commented to SCASD's board of directors that it would be good to allow kids and parents who want to take 
on the risk of in-person school, and teachers who are willing to take those risks, be with each other in person for 
educational benefits, in a risk-benefit analysis undertaken by each person/family, not by the Superintendent on behalf 
of everyone in the district. 
 I'm also happy about a recent federal judge decision in a Pennsylvania case (Butler v. Wolf) finding that the 
lockdowns and stay-at-home orders and business closure orders - which remain in effect although temporarily 
"suspended" - are unconstitutional.  
 The judge acknowledged that in the early weeks, while information was still being collected, it made sense.  
 But he emphasized that six months along, having arbitrary, unwritten, unilateral, unreviewable, unappealable 
orders in place controlling the daily movement of every Pennsylvania citizen, cannot in any way be reconciled with a 
constitutional republic that protects the individual liberties of Americans.  
 Governor Wolf has appealed to Third Circuit, so it may get overturned, but I hope Third Circuit upholds it. 
 The memorandum opinion is a really interesting read, especially for the details that came out in discovery, about 
how the policies were set up -  
 

• by task forces in Governor Wolf's office whose members have never been identified;  
• at meetings that were closed to the public and for which no minutes were kept;  
• establishing enforceable rules about essential and non-essential businesses which were amended at least 10 

times;  
• based on criteria that were never written down;  
• that were never subject to legislative debate or ratification;  
• that virtually always favored big-box stores over small businesses;  
• that have no exit plan or end point; 
• and that were only appealable for a couple of weeks in late March, before the overwhelming number of waiver 

requests prompted the government to simply close the waiver process.  
 
 Result, according to Yelp and other reporting, is that huge numbers of small businesses have already closed 
permanently, or will close permanently in the next few months. 
 The judge's opinion is also interesting for its historical information - that even in the Spanish flu and the 1957 
Hong Kong flu - nothing even approaching the draconian "new normal" of this year has ever been attempted by 
American federal, state and local governments.  
 Lockdowns in China are one thing, since it doesn't have a government with any semblance of respect for individual 
liberty.  
 But America is not China, and the court order suggests that, at least within the judicial branch, American legal 
and civil rights traditions may finally be re-emerging to challenge the panic-induced policies driven by faulty early 
death projections and copycat behavior among world governments, that have yet to be rescinded and continue to do so 
much damage above and beyond the harms of the virus itself. 
 I think - along with other skeptical observers of the chaos - that the pandemic was and is being overplayed for 
fear-mongering and political purposes, and will be quietly shoved off of main stage as soon as the Nov. 3 election is 
over. 
 The question then will be, how do we process what happened this year, and rebuild local economies and civic 
communities and tax bases devastated by the disruptions of 2020? I'm still grappling with what I think is a mid-life 
change of direction, as in, I don't think I should keep doing the things I did the first half of my life, in the ways that I 
did them, but I don't know what the new direction will be.  
 Uncomfortable. But not unexpected. Change is the only constant. [see Heraclitus]  
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